
Candle Prayer for Peace, Hope and Justice 

       

This week I read a headline: Child abuse on the increase … and the painful words washed over me, filling me with 

dread and horror, for what I know and what I don’t want to know.  Our children are in a war, a war we allow 

because they are used as the weapons.  

 

Let us pray: 

Dear Lord, today remind us as our eyes search for the diminishing light of this candle and notice when we look 

carefully at the sharp penetrating barbs of the barb wire, that the words peace and justice should not begin and 

end with a prayer. Rather bring into sharp focus the fact that peace and justice ARE concepts that invite an 

enactment of hope strength and courage. Peace and Justice are actions that can propel us to into the resilience 

required to continue to stand up and search for that which is truth. Peace is not the absence of war, it is a radical 

way of living through war and disrupting the ways of the world that make war a necessary part of our existence . 

Peace and Justice are URGENT RESPONSES to these seemingly unending cases of child abuse that permeate every 

school, every community, every religion in our world. Dear God let us remember that Peace and Justice brought 

to us through Jesus energise, restore and bring and give life in abundance.  

 

Mercy filled God, help us not to think we need to pretend to keep children safe. Let us stop acting like what they 

need is our protection.  Rather what children need – what children are due – what would be respectful and bring 

peace and a way of living more justly is acknowledging  - knowing, recognising and remembering in many 

different ways and possibly over and over again these truths: that children are already fully human, worthy of 

love , grace and radical kindness. 

 

Ever present including, enfolding Lord help us recognise the sacredness of all children. 

Let this light that withstands the darkness and the light; for dark and light are not the presence or absence of the 

other, remind us that: 

Children ARE PRECIOUS 

Children are a resource 

Children give life 

Children are joy 

Children bring peace 

For they are justice.  
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