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PEACE HOPE AND JUSTICE CANDLE: WOMEN’S DAY 11 AUGUST 2019 

As we continue to reflect on Women’s month –today we pay tribute to Sara Baartman a young 

female Khoisan who was born in 1789, who at the age of 20 was taken to England where her life 

was one of ridicule, her dignity denied, endured racism and suffering at the hands of colonial 

exploitation. Exhibited as a freak show as an attraction, forced to perform against her will. After 

her death at 26, her body was dissected and her brain, skeleton, and sexual organs were displayed 

in a Paris Museum until 1974.  

 

A poem written in 1978 by Diana Ferrus of Khoisan descent, entitled ‘’I’ve come to take you 

home”, played a pivotal role in returning the remains of Baartman to be brought back to South 

Africa. Her remains were repatriated and buried on Woman’s Day in 2002 in the Eastern Cape. 

 

The Saartjie Baartman Centre for Women and children, a refuge for survivors of domestic violence 

opened in Athlone in 1999.  

 

I’VE COME TO TAKE YOU HOME 

A tribute to Sara Baartman by Diana Ferrus 

 

1. I have come to take you home, home! 

Remember the veld,  

The lush green grass beneath the big oak trees? 

The air is cool there and the sun does not burn. 

 

2. I have made your bed at the foot of the hill, 

Your blankets are covered in buchu and mint, 

The proteas stand in yellow and white 

And the water in the stream chuckle sing-songs 

As it hobbles along over little stones. 

 

3. I have come to wrench you away, 

Away from the poking eyes of the man-made monster 

Who lives in the dark with his clutches of imperialism, 

Who dissects your body bit by bit, 

Who likens your soul to that of satan 

And declares himself the ultimate God! 
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4. I have come to soothe your heavy heart,  

I offer my bosom to your weary soul 

I will cover your face with the palms of my hands, 

I will run my lips over lines in your neck, 

I will feast my eyes on the beauty of you 

And I will sing for you, 

For I have come to bring you peace. 

 

5. I have come to take you home 

Where the ancient mountains shout your name 

I have made your bed at the foot of the hill, 

Your blankets are covered in buchu and mint- 

The proteas stand in yellow and white. 

 

6. I have come to take you home 

Where I will sing for you, 

For you have brought me peace, 

For you have brought us peace  

 

LET US PRAY: Loving God thank you for your all-embracing love that is present to everyone. Thank 

you for your love that will not let us go. 

 

Thank you for your word that reminds us that we are all made in your image; regardless of body 

shape, size, language ability, race, sexual orientation, creed, culture, status. 

 

Thank you for your loving kindness and generosity of spirit that values us, each and every one so 

very dearly. Remind us once again Lord that we need to treat everyone and interact with everyone 

with dignity. We pray too that, our bodies, our sexuality and our identity, be respected. 

 

Suffering God; forgive our treatment of our fellow sisters and brothers; Pray for gender equality; 

and an end to gender-based violence; and an end to all harmful patriarchal practices that 

manipulate and exploit the personhood of others and pray for a masculine identity that is at peace 

with its being. Pray for female equality in the workplace and the eradication of all harmful 

practices directed at women. Pray for an end to economic inequality, discrimination and violence 

that continue to destroy women’s lives and that impede the creation of a just society. Pray for an 

end to the dehumanisation of any person. 
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Creator God we pray for the shaping of a new personhood, within each one of us, a new shaping 

of identity, where there is no discrimination on the basis of gender or race; where all are 

encouraged to reach their full potential. Pray for an end the increasing racial tension in all of our 

lives; especially in our country and the rest of the world. 

 

God of tenderness and mercy, thank you for your word that reminds us that our sins are washed 

away like a dissolving mist and that you continue to heal us and to restore us and that nothing can 

separate us from your love. 

 

 God of justice and compassion continue to challenge us to follow the example of Jesus, help us to 

stay true to his way, to do good, to seek justice, to love mercy.  

 

God you have given us a spirit of power help us to work at social justice and equality; not to be 

satisfied with the existing status quo; Give us confidence in your love, give us the courage of our 

convictions, to speak up when we see injustice, and strength to live each day as instruments of 

your peace hope, justice and compassion. We give thanks too for all NGO’s today, who provide 

healing services and empowerment to all survivors of violence especially gender-based violence.  

 

Loving God Help us to remember that ALL human beings are worthy of your grace in their lives; 

that no one is to be treated as an object, neither a commodity, but that we are all very precious in 

your sight. And bring us home to you Lord, so that we can find peace. We pray this in Jesus 

precious name. 

 

PRAYER FOR AFRICA 

God bless Africa and all the world 

Guard our children 

Guide our leaders 

And give us peace. Amen. 


