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All around the world today, in many different kinds of churches and gatherings, candles will 
be lit for peace, justice and hope. We are already connected. We are not alone. 
 
The barbed wire is a reminder of the pain in our lives – brought upon by our current reality, 
the pain of adult-made rules, regulations and restrictions which make some belong or not, 
which include some and exclude others. Today, let us think of what that means for our 
children, specifically for the children in this sanctuary and beyond its doors. 
 
The light of this candle reminds us that God’s love which we carry within each and every one 
of us can light the darkness in the world.  
 
Let us pray:  
 
Dear God we need you to help us pay very careful attention to the children around us, and 
their cries of pain, their tears, their frustration and disappointment, so that as adults, the 
choices we make – as difficult as they are – bring back the light to the children who are 
harmed by our ways of being in the world.  
 
Dear God, lover of all the world, help us resist the limitations of our human vision and 
hearing so that we can recognise that all children have light, that they are courageous for 
having to live in an adult world, where adult choices determine who they can play and learn 
with and where they can be. We pray that the fierce light of the candle will remind us that 
children are joyful, wonderful and beautiful creations, created in God’s image and so they 
are LOVE. 
 
Loving God, let the light remind us that children have power, wisdom, and are resilient for 
they see and live in a world in a different way than we adults do. Let us LEARN from each 
and every child and their light, their laughter and JOY. Babies and children are precious and 
deserve to live in a world where light can push back fear, where light can lead, where light is 
love.  
 
God, help us to remember that we were all children once and if we recognise that all 
children are sacred we will know we adults, are sacred too. We are all connected. We 
already ALL belong. 
 
Let us pray the prayer for Africa. 
God Bless Africa and all the world 
Guard her children  
Guide her leaders 
and give us peace.  
 
  


