Prayer for Peace, Hope and Justice
In Diepkloof, Gauteng, violence, fueled by xenophobia, resulted in the killing of 5 people. On Wednesday, a
Zimbabwean National, Mbhodazwe Nyati, after returning from work, was chased by a mob knocking on doors and
demanding identification. He was caught and killed. Why do we behave like this?
The plight of Foreign Nationals in South Africa is perilous. Thousands live in administrative limbo.
Permanent Residency Permit applications and processing were stopped at the start of lockdown with serious status
implications for Foreign Nationals. In January, after 22 months, the applications reopened. The backlog has now
increased to between 30,000 and 50,000, going back 10 years. An application will likely take 3 years to be completely
processed.
Thousands of skilled foreign nationals applied for citizenship utilizing a list of critical skills. That list has now been
revised by Government and many are hoping they will still be considered.
Foreign students, upon successful graduation, could fast track PRP through certain waivers.
Government has withdrawn these waivers.
The Citizenship Act makes provision for stateless children born in South Africa to obtain citizenship. The DHA has,
however, not created the regulations for that to happen.
The Home Affairs Cape Town Refugee office was closed in 2012, forcing asylum seekers to seek help in Durban,
Musina or Pretoria. Even if they were living in Cape Town, they are required to regularly present themselves at a
Centre. The new office will open in September this year, after 10 years and much legal activism.
During the unfolding Xenophobia in Diepkloof, certain groups called for the police to deliberately demand
identification from anyone thought to be a Foreign National. This was supported by the ministers of Police and Home
affairs. The President, in response, is quoted as saying “behavior that takes the country back to the way things were
done during apartheid cannot be accepted”
Let us pray
Lord we prayer for all Foreign Nationals in our country. We pray for tolerance, compassion and justice in the long
waiting queues, in the offices of Government Departments and in the interactions with officials who wield so much
power over the lives of those who seek help.
We prayer for the fear driven voicelessness of the Foreign Nationals which is so deafening. O lord we give thanks for
the organizations, journalists, lawyers, and other activists who keep the flame of hope alight.
We pray for our government departments and cabinet, reminding all those conciliatory words, even from our
President, are in fact hollow sounding.
We pray that the Government is willing, to provide a cohesive strategy of intent, based on the protection of human
rights, that can help to address the plight of the God created foreigner in our midst, who are our people, our sisters,
our brothers.
We pray for our local communities our politicians to avoid targeting foreign nationals for political gain and as
scapegoats in sorting out local and national economic and social problems.
Lord we especially prayer for the families of those who have lost their live.
Lord, we give thanks for Christ in the world, in all places, in all faces. Knowing no boundaries, no nationality, no label.
We prayer that we, as a church community will not only seek Justice, compassion and love for foreign nationals, but
may our Christlike being help us to be justice, be compassion and be love. Amen
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