PHA Campaign Media Conference

Oakland City Developer bulldozes ahead with process to pave over the PHA
Date: 3 November 2022
Time: 11:30 – 12:30
Venue: Methodist Church, Green Market Square
A farming area ten times the size of Century City will be destroyed, and then some.
On February 2020, just two months before the covid-19 pandemic lockdown that resulted in a
drastic increase in hunger in the city, the Western Cape High Court ordered a new Environmental
Impact assessment (EIA) of the impact of the 500ha Oaklands City Development on climate change,
the aquifer and water scarcity.
The developer new Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) fails to (a) show the impact of the PHA
foodland in providing food for the city in the context of climate change, and (b) fails to understand
the concept of food security itself.
By leaving the land fallow for the last twelve years, the developer has prevented ONE BILLION
TONNES OF VEGES from being grown, prevented 1500 direct and 15000 indirect jobs and
opportunities for land reform. Multiply this to eternity? While we are still getting vegetables from
the PHA, it is hard to imagine a city without this supply. But we must envision being reliant on
imported vegetables, if we allow this cascade of development to start.
Process:
The developer will submit their new EIA to the Provincial MEC Anton Bredell on Monday 7
November who will decide to either (a) agree with climate science and food security and deny the
development or, (b) agree with developer and approve the development.
MEC Bredell was part of the Western Cape Cabinet, who together with the then MEC for Agriculture
and now Premier Alan Winde, adopted the 2018 Indego Study (one of 14 studies and rulings) that
call for the protection of the PHA, and restore the 500ha back to the PHA.
Extract from Indigo Study: There is substantial stakeholder consensus that the PHA needs to be
retained for horticultural purposes.
Journalists can expect to;
a) asks Campaign members
and legal team questions
b) get an information pack

For more details, please contact
PHA Campaign chairman Nazeer
Sonday @ phaletters@gmail.com
or on cell 072 72 434 65

