Prayer for Peace, Hope and Justice

| don’t know about you but when | start to think about all the injustice in the world at the moment,
from right in front of me to the vast issues in some nations and huge corporations, when | look at how
many people and places yearn for peace, | become overwhelmed at where the hope is in all of this.
But, when | look up to the one we have committed our lives to, to the one who claims to offer hope, |
am reminded that we do indeed have hope in the one who is described as the rock of refuge to whom
we can continually come.

| often don’t even know where to start when praying for the big issues, especially when there are so
many layers of political, financial and sometime religious elements to the situation. But what | know |
can do, regardless, is try. Please pray with me for a few minutes.

Supremely powerful, yet amazingly loving God, as the despair and hopelessness seems to rise all
around us, we acknowledge that you have clearly said to us that, Christ in us is the hope of glory.
Somehow, you're working through us has the power to be hope for the nations. The psalmist yearned
to be able to walk with you with integrity everywhere, to mirror your love to all he met, to reflect the
freedom of your truth and to live as a beneficial presence in the world. So too, we would join
ourselves to his heart’s desire.

We therefore come to you again this morning to shine a light into our own lives. In the wide variety of
situations that we find ourselves in in this community, show us where we have the potential to
choose between standing for justice or maintaining the status quo, or facilitating peace versus
allowing dissension, discord and disharmony to flourish.

We think of our homes with spouses, children, siblings, parents, aunts, uncles, cousins, or perhaps
just housemates; show us all the mini-injustices that we contribute to that lead to a lack of peace.
Show us the issues we have failed to address, the hurts we have caused, the love we have failed to
show. Responding to your mercy, Lord, we are listening.

We think of the varied spaces that our lives outside our homes offer us as opportunities to reflect the
freedom of your truth and your ways. Give us eyes to see the injustices more clearly, courage to
respond and wisdom to know how. Grow us Lord into being godly peacemakers so that, with Francis
we can say, where there is hate, let me show love, where there is offence may | bring pardon and
where there is discord, may | bring harmony. Responding to your mercy, Lord, we are listening.

And, raising our eyes to the bigger issues in South Africa and the world, we bring to you politicians,
the jurists and the diplomats. Lord, please raise up people of principle and courage, to stand for what
is right, not just for what is expedient. To blaze a way of truth in the midst of lies and hypocrisy. Give
them courage Lord and surround them with people of integrity to support them.

Oh God, so much is in such a mess at the moment yet in it all, we know we can keep turning to you.
As we close we pray together the prayer for Africa:

God bless Africa and all the world, Guard our children
Guide our leaders and give us peace. Amen
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