
Prayers for Peace, Hope and Justice 

• SONA  6 Feb. eerily dystopian spectacle. From the red carpet, with some startling fashion choices, to 

the address which celebrated a plethora of successes and promised lavish up-grades costing eye-

watering amounts. All this from a government who has yet to act upon the Zondo commission and in 

the context where the majority struggle to survive. It is a theatre of the absurd. 

• Daily Maverick columnist Bhekisisa Mncube, in commenting on Sona and the land question warns 

ominously; “the winter of discontent will soon spread beyond villages, slums and townships, and it 

will be too late to focus on real issues.” It evokes feelings of powerlessness and dread. 

• For centuries prophets have warned against idolatry, which include power, wealth, fame, beauty, 

knowledge and possessions – these demand absolute commitment and numb the soul to all else, 

driving some to crime to protect their frail hold on significance. 

• Father Richard Rohr, a contemplative Franciscan monk, reminds us that we have the promise of a new 

world – one “pressing to be born,” a world “that rejects extraction, force and separation in favour of 

trust, right-relationship and aliveness.” Let us pray. 

 

Prince of Peace 

You led the way to victory over sin and death, not on a prancing stallion and surrounded by your legions, 

but on a humble donkey-colt surrounded by the poor and marginalised, who shouted their acclamations 

of your Lordship from hearts full of gratitude … because you had touched their lives and transformed 

them. 

 

You endured insult, abuse and humiliation silently, even unto public execution between two thieves. Yet 

yours is the victory!  

 

And you bid us follow you and participate with you in bringing to life that new world pressing to be born. 

 

We confess that this paradox seems counter-intuitive to our mortal minds – yet it forms the bedrock of 

our faith.  

 

Oh Lord, increase our faith so that we can put our trust in your living presence every moment. 

Strengthen us so that we can participate with you in the fullness of life. 

 

Soften our hearts so that we can be vulnerable to others, forming mutually consensual and beneficial 

relationships. 

 

Open our eyes to appreciate the world as constantly becoming … a world renewed every morning, until 

the lamb and the lion, the child and the serpent play together. 

 

We take comfort in the advice David gave to Solomon in 1 Chronicles 28:20: Be strong and courageous 

and do the work. Do not be afraid or discouraged, for the Lord your God is with you. He will not fail you or 

forsake you until the work for the service of the temple of the Lord is finished.  

 

Behold, the Lord has come! 
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