Opening Prayers

From dust we have come and to dust we will return.

O Lord of infinite presence for all, shine upon us now,
Thank you, God for the beauty of nature and the infinitely
amazing creation that abounds in air, sea and earth.
Thank you, Lord, for the opportunities to share our lives
and faith, with family, friends, and community in different

ways as we start our Lenten journey.

Creator God we note the constancy of the cycles of life
as you are a constant in all of Life. We are blessed in creation,
by the order of the universe, as the seasons come and go,

and day follows night.

So too our life has a time. Forgive us lord when we are
startled by the finite nature of life. We can, with you,
celebrate this life in all its possible fullness,

enabled by Faith, Hope and Love.

Divine saviour, we are reminded that we are dust,
and to dust we will return. We rejoice that while our
earthly bodies will become dust, the promise of eternal

life and love is ours as we follow you in Spirit and truth.

We will become the dust of your universe
Lord, we honour all dust, in all its microcosmic relevance and life.
Dust from broken buildings. Dust from warzones,

dust from the cosmos, dust from freshly tilled earth.

Dust to feed, to nourish, to remind, to bring back memories,
to stir up pain, to arouse heartache, to show love.

Continue to be present Lord with us as we live each

daily life-cycling, in unison with you, to bring new life

to others, renewed life to ourselves, and to our dust

that will inevitably be.

Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. Amen.
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