Dear glorious and loving God,

We come before you marvelling at your greatness and mercy. Your love is deeper than the
ocean, wider than the skies, and beyond our full understanding. Yet, in your kindness, you
choose to walk with us, to know us, and to call us your own.

As we start this new day, our hearts are filled with gratitude. Thank you for your unwavering
love—a love that embraces us just as we are yet calls us to grow and become more like you.
Thank you for your grace, which meets us in our weakness and lifts us up in our struggles.

Lord, today we reflect on the incredible gift of freedom. You, in your divine wisdom, have
given us freedom—not because we earned it, but because true love cannot exist without it.
You have shown us that love, when forced, is not love at all. True love requires choice, and
choice requires freedom. Yet, with this gift comes a great responsibility.

You have not given us freedom so that we may do as we please without regard for others.
Your word teaches us that true freedom is not selfish, but sacrificial. It is not only freedom
to—to choose, to speak, to act—but also freedom for—for service, for compassion, for
justice. You call us not to place our own desires above the needs of others, but to use our
freedom to bring healing, hope, and peace.

Help us, Lord, to be mindful of how we use the freedom you have given us. May we never
mistake selfishness for liberty. Instead, may we live as your children—rooted in love, seeking
the good of all, and always remembering that true freedom flourishes when it is bound to
truth, righteousness, and love.

As we gather in worship today, open our hearts to your presence. Transform our minds so
that we may understand your will. Strengthen our spirits so that we may walk in the way of
Christ.

Amen.
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