
Prayers for Peace, Hope and Jus2ce 

We are all very conscious of the tensions that are rising at an alarming rate across the Middle 
East due to the military escala7on between Iran and Israel. Mul7ple daily a=acks by both 
Israel and Iran have con7nued since 13 June.   
 
We seem to be on the brink of a major cataclysmic confronta7on, and just last night, the US 
entered into the fray.  
 
Strange and ironic how Iran's predecessors, the Persian Empire under Cyrus, condescendingly 
allowed the exiled Jews, originally conquered by the Babylonians and taken into exile in 
700BC, to return to Israel in 500BC, only to be at war with each other once again 2500 years 
later? 

So, this morning we light our Peace Candle with the firm belief that this flickering flame will 
ignite a sense of hope and belief in a God who lovingly acts. 

Peace-making God, we turn to you in prayer.  
The world around us trumpets violence and destruc7on.  
Na7ons know war all too well.  
Your invita7on to carry an olive branch seems ludicrous as the clarion call to arms is 
sounded.   
 
Help us to seek your reconcilia7on in these deeply troubled 7mes: 
for all those who have fallen vic7m to hatred and inhumanity,  
for those loved ones who are leZ behind to mourn,  
for the souls of those whose hearts are cold, Lord 
for the children who are being born into this world of conflict and violence,  
for women and mothers who suffer needlessly,  
for the military who are misguided in thinking that their missiles, rockets, and bullets will 
bring about peace,  
for the children who cry in their beds at night and wonder “what have I done?”  
for the mothers and fathers who must try to explain the unexplainable, 
for all the children who have died before their 7me,  
for the soldiers who allow their uniform to strip them of their humanity,  
for the medical healers who are denied the opportunity to use their giZs. 
And so Lord, we pray for both vic7m and perpetrator,  
Lord, hear our prayer.  
 

Let us pray the prayer for Africa. 
God Bless Africa and all the world 
Guard her children 
Guide her leaders 
and give us peace. 
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