Prayers for Peace, Hope and Justice

Women's Day has been observed annually on 9 August to commemorate the historic 1956 March
when 20,000 women, gathered at the Union Buildings in Pretoria to protest against the apartheid
regime’s pass laws, which restricted the movement of Black South Africans. We honour the efforts of
the women and in 1994 Women'’s Day was instituted.

Dear God, Since then it has been a long road because of the reluctance to implement gender equality.
Gender-based violence, has increased and created suffering and a sense of powerlessness and has
also dehumanized women in the process. Women are vulnerable and live in fear and are traumatized,
while their children emotionally absorb the pain and trauma and suffer because of this cycle of
violence.

Gracious God we pray for dignity, protection and justice for survivors, we pray for systemic change to
follow and for the courage to speak up about this issue.

Thank you, Loving God, for all those single parents and breadwinners, and especially those,
grandmothers, who support working mothers by caring for their precious children through the
creches that they have started in the townships and informal settlements. We honour and affirm their
contribution to making the world a better place

Thank you, God, for women who value wisdom, compassion and generosity of spirit who mentor, who
embrace those who are struggling, who care for those who are in trouble and especially for those
courageous women who display anger at injustice when it occurs.

We pray too for the ministry and services of women in the life of the church their relationship and
faithfulness with you God and within the community We pray for all those who consciously continue
to shape and influence the world and who create and share spaces with and for others. Who
empower us to carry on, who encourage us, and who passionately enable us to follow Christ’s
example.

Lord, we feel the power of your presence and your spirit of grace while we are anxious and guilty
about the daily struggles of so many of our sisters.

Loving God, you call us to be co-creators with you in the world, but we know that you are tired of our
words, we know that we are also responsible, we have not advocated sufficiently, we have not
pleaded enough for the widow. Our own internalized oppression is often too hesitant to rescue the
oppressed, and we are still far too slow to welcome the foreigner in our midst. We are also
overwhelmed by the increase in gender-based violence, and sexual violence of our children and the
scourge of femicide in our midst.

Please forgive us Lord. Fill us with your Spirit of Compassion and Wisdom and Truth. Helps us to use
our voices. We pray for our country and the world where a shared humanity makes a difference for all,
where change and action are visible. We pray this prayer in Jesus’ name.

Amen
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