Opening Prayers

Father God, we thank You for this Sunday. Lord, we come before you first and foremost with hearts
of gratitude. You have seen us through another week, and we stand at the threshold of a fresh week,
full of new beginnings

Lord God, help us start this bright new adventure of the new week with You. Stir within us a deep
desire to come into a further relationship with You. Remind us that it is not solely by coming to our
Sunday service that we worship and come before You. Rather, it is through the daily communion
that we have with You through prayer and our relationship, friendship with you

Lord, as we enter the Season of Creation, enable us individually, and as a congregation to be at
“peace with your creation”. Lord Jesus, we have and continue to destroy and desolate your Creation
and today we are without peace because of the lack of justice and the broken relationship between
God and humankind. Lord have mercy!

Gracious God, in the example of your son, Jesus, you call us to be in solidarity with all your people,
especially those who are poor and are on the margins. Help us to remain vigilant & aware of our
class prejudices lest we conform to the snobbery that undermines our witness

God of justice and love, help us to be in solidarity with those less fortunate than ourselves. Here in
CMM on Greenmarket Square and in the city streets around us and in its suburbs, may our Christian
witness be one that shows the alternative values of your “upside-down” Kingdom, and where there
is a radical reversal of rich and poor, the powerful and weak

Keep us also from critical thoughts of others, and prevent us Lord, from having a spirit of control, or
by pretending to hold others accountable to You, when the beam in our own eyes is greater than the
speck that is in our brother or sisters’ eye. Keep us humble before Your throne of grace.

Lord Jesus, we feel sometimes like we are swimming upstream in our consumer-driven culture and
we need You to show us a different way. Show us especially how to bless the smallest and the most
insignificant people in our midst, so that they too can see Jesus in us, especially as we are embarking
upon this Season of Creation, and so experience a fresh new life saving relationship with You Lord.

We thank you for our Minister Sikawu. Bless and inspire him as he leads and guides us today in our
worship and in the exposition of Your Word. Empower him with Your Spirit we pray.

Let our worship & prayers this morning be accepted as sweet-smelling incense in your presence, for

Your glory alone.
Amen.
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