Prayers for Peace, Hope and Justice

God of beauty and justice,

You who placed Table Mountain beside the oceans,

You who see both the splendour and the sorrow of our world,
teach us how to hold two truths at once.

Where beauty exists, give us permission to see it. Where joy appears, give us permission to
receive it. Where love is offered, give us permission to rest in it.

We have spent so long looking toward the wounds of the world that | sometimes fear delight
is a betrayal, as though every sunset enjoyed, every laugh shared, every quiet moment
received takes something away from the work of justice.

But You Lord made both lilies and the prophets you show us another way.

Oh God, remind me that beauty is not the enemy of justice. That rest is not abandonment.
That peace is not indifference. That | do not honour suffering by refusing myself joy.

Heal the places in us that have learned to stay alert even when danger has passed. Heal the
bodies that carry vigilance, the mind that struggles to be still, the soul that believes it must
remain burdened until every wrong is made right.

Today | bring before You all the delayed tears, all the victories that arrived too late for
celebration, all the grief hidden beneath courage, all the exhaustion disguised as
commitment.

Hold them gently Father God.

And when justice finally comes, whether in great victories or small mercies, help us to receive
it. Help us feel it and be present to it.

For you do not ask us to save the world but to be one of its caretakers.

Father God let us work for justice with an open hand, not a clenched fist. Let us carry
compassion without carrying every burden. Let us stand against injustice without becoming
unable to recognise peace.

And when we look upon this beautiful, broken world, teach us to love it fully: to grieve what is
wounded, to celebrate what is good, and to trust that even while the work continues, we are
allowed to rest.

Amen.
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